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Over the last decade, countries worldwide increasingly 

adopted and reformed security-based investment policies.

2

Introductions and reforms of acquisition and ownership-related mechanisms
62 jurisdictions, 1991-2025

Note: Acquisition- and ownership-related policies refer to rules that seek to protect essential security interests by managing the acquisition or ownership of 
certain sensitive assets. New policies are expected in Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, and Singapore. Reforms are expected in Finland, Japan, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
Source: OECD, OECD (2025), Economic Security in a Changing World, New Approaches to Economic Challenges, https://doi.org/10.1787/4eac89c7-en.



At the same time, EU countries actively introduced and 

reformed investment screening mechanisms.
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Number of introductions and reforms of screening mechanisms 
EU27, 1991-2025

Note: Countries where new mechanism is expected are Cyprus and Greece. Countries where reform of existing mechanisms is 
expected are Bulgaria and Finland.
Source: OECD



The COVID pandemic and the war in Ukraine 

significantly accelerated this trend.
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Number of introductions and reforms of screening mechanisms by drivers
EU27, April 2019-25

Note: “New mechanism” refer to when a new mechanism enters into effect.
Source: OECD



Accordingly, screening has become an increasingly 

important tool to manage FDI-related security concerns.
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Acquisition and ownership mechanisms to manage national security concerns 
EU27, 1990-2025

Note: the graph shows the distribution of the most commonly used acquisition and ownership mechanisms
Source: OECD
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Today, almost all EU countries have investment 

screening mechanisms in place

Note: States currently without a screening mechanism are Croatia, Cyprus, and Greece.
Source: OECD
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Share of EU countries having an investment screening mechanism
EU27, 1990-2025



Sectors covered by screening mechanisms in the EU 

diversified and broadened over time
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Share of countries covering selected sectors in their screening mechanisms
EU27, 1990-2025

Note: Cross-sectoral refers to mechanisms that cover all economic sectors. Data considers only EU countries with screening mechanisms. 
Source: OECD
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Caseload related to investment screening 

mechanisms increased sharply since around 2019
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Note: The graph shows 6-month-interval data, where missing semesters are assessed as the middle value between the full year data (which are
known). Indicators by country: Germany - reviews; Canada - 25.2 notice of potential S.25.3 order of review, Finland - decisions on confirmation;
France - examinations; Italy - procedures; USA - notices and declarations; Japan - prior notifications.
Source: OECD (2025), Economic Security in a Changing World, New Approaches to Economic Challenges, https://doi.org/10.1787/4eac89c7-en.

Caseload related to investment screening mechanisms
Selected countries, 2010-2023
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Thank you!
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Note by the Republic of Türkiye:
The information in this document with reference to “Cyprus” relates to the southern part of the Island. There is no single authority representing both Turkish and Greek Cypriot people on
the Island. Türkiye recognises the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). Until a lasting and equitable solution is found within the context of the United Nations, Türkiye shall
preserve its position concerning the “Cyprus issue”.
Note by all the European Union Member States of the OECD and the European Union:
The Republic of Cyprus is recognised by all members of the United Nations with the exception of Türkiye. The information in this document relates to the area under the effective control of
the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.

Find out more:

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/economic-security-in-a-changing-world_4eac89c7-en.html
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